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of 1740 miles, mingles its waters with the Black Sea, Called into existence to promote the Riverain clauses, the Danube Commission contained representatives of Powers whose names the Treaty of Paris bore.    Subsequently a Roumanian member was added.   Thus composed, the Commission from the first had, and still possesses, sovereign rights over the waterway.    The Berlin Conference of 1878 laid before the commissioners a plan for extending the navigation works up to the point of the Iron Gates.   A further suggestion of new regulations for that portion of the river gave rise to a long and delicate discussion, chiefly centring round the Austrian claims to exclusive supervision.    The refusal of those demands must, said the Vienna diplomatists, involve Austria's withdrawal from the Commission. That must have meant the dissolution of this highly useful body.    Politically, as well as commercially, the consequence would have been a serious loss to every European  state.    The commissioner whose tact averted this misfortune was not indeed an Englishman ;  he  possessed, however, and  still possesses,   a   more   perfect   and   practical command of our language than has perhaps belonged to any other foreign politician of his day; M. Camille Barrere, now, as mentioned above, representing the French  Republic  at   the  Quirinal,  shares  with  his contemporaries, MM. Pallain and Joseph Reinach, the distinction of having  belonged  to Gambetta's  most intimate circle; by that shrewd reader of character he was chosen as French delegate at the London Danube Conference.    To  him, supported  by  the  president's approval,*   was   due    the   compromise   which    now
* It is a mistake to suppose, as I have seen said, that M. Barrere's chief English supporter was Sir Charles Rivers Wilson,   On the contrary he
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